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ANIMAL ethics committee
For all queries, please contact:

Research Ethics Office
Edith Cowan University

270 Joondalup Drive

JOONDALUP WA 6027

Phone:
6304 2170

Fax:
6304 2661

Email:
research.ethics@ecu.edu.au

AMENDMENT TO AN APPROVED ANIMAL ETHICS PROJECT
All applicants undertaking projects involving the use of animals for scientific purposes, including teaching, are required to comply with the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2013) (the Code) and the Animal Welfare Act (2002).
The Code requires all approved research projects to be reviewed annually by the Animal Ethics Committee (AEC).  Monitoring of approved projects is to establish that a research project is being or has been conducted in the manner proposed to, and approved by, the Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) in order to ensure humane care of animals used for scientific purposes, including teaching.  Compliance with monitoring requirements is a condition of approval. 

1. Amendments to the research design that may affect the use of animals for scientific purposes and/or that may have ethical implications must be reviewed and approved by the Committee before commencement. 
2. If an extension of the approval period is required, a request must be submitted to the Committee.  Please ensure that requests for extension of approval are submitted before the original approval expires.

A minor amendment is a change to the project that does not increase the impact on the animals.

A major amendment is a change that is likely to increase the impact on the animals and/or affect their welfare in a more negative manner.
PLEASE NOTE THAT AMENDMENTS THAT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE WELFARE OF THE ANIMAL MAY REQUIRE SUBMISSION OF A NEW APPLICATION
PROCEDURES FOR COMPLETION OF the amendment form
· Please submit the completed form via email for processing to the Research Ethics Office.

· The Form should be completed by the Chief Investigator and sent to the AEC for review and approval.

· Some minor amendments may be able to be approved by the Research Ethics Office.

· Minor amendments that raise ethical or animal welfare issues and all major amendments will be reviewed by the AEC and researchers or teachers may be contacted if the AEC has any queries.

The Amendment Form is available from the Ethics website 

http://intranet.ecu.edu.au/research/research-ethics/animal-ethics-applications/managing-your-ethics-approval
NOTE: This page does not need to be submitted with the report
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REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR AN AMENDMENT TO AN APPROVED ANIMAL ETHICS PROJECT
	PROJECT DETAILS

	Project code
	

	Project title
	

	Chief Investigator
	

	Date of report


	

	Type of Project

	Staff Research
	
	Masters (Coursework)
	
	Doctorate/PhD
	

	Honours
	
	Masters (Research)
	
	Teaching
	

	

	Other
	
	Please explain:


	EXTENSION OF ETHICS APPROVAL

	ETHICS APPROVAL PERIOD
FROM:     
	TO:     

	Will the project need an extension of the dates of ethics approval?
	YES
	
	NO
	

	NOTE: Please ensure that enough time is requested.  Ethics approval is required for both the collection and use (i.e. analysis) of data.
	

	What is the new expected date of completion?

	


	TYPE OF AMENDMENT

	A minor amendment is a change to the project that does not increase the impact on the animals.

A major amendment is a change that is likely to increase the impact on the animals.

	MINOR AMENDMENT

e.g. change of researchers, change of housing, increase in animal numbers < 10%, minor changes to procedures, minor monitoring changes.
	YES
	
	NO
	

	MAJOR AMENDMENT

e.g. addition of an investigator who will be actively involved in invasive procedures, increase in animal numbers > 10%, change in the invasiveness of procedures, addition of a new procedure with impact to the animal
	YES
	
	NO
	


PLEASE NOTE THAT AMENDMENTS THAT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE WELFARE OF THE ANIMAL MAY REQUIRE SUBMISSION OF A NEW APPLICATION
	PREVIOUS AMENDMENTS

	Have any previous amendments (either minor or major) been approved for this project?
	YES
	
	NO
	


	If YES, please briefly explain each amendment


	PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

	Please indicate the amendments and provide an explanation below

	Use of animals

	Changes to the source or capture methods of the animals
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Changes to the number of animals used
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Change to the housing and/or care of the animals
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Change to the fate of the animals and/or euthanasia method
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Project methodology

	Changes to approved experimental procedures
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Changes to approved methods of anaesthesia/analgesia and/or euthanasia
	YES
	
	NO
	

	New procedures
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Research personnel

	Change of Chief Investigator (and/or contact details)
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Changes to the members of the research team 
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Changes to the role/s of members within the research team
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Change of supervisor
	YES
	
	NO
	

	Other changes that may affect ethical approval of the research project
	YES
	
	NO
	


	Explanation of the changes, please ensure you outline the following:

· Clearly detail the amendment/s being requested.
· The section/s of the approved application the amendment relates to;

· Justification for the proposed amendment; and

· Any animal welfare implications.


	3Rs: REPLACEMENT, REDUCTION AND REFINEMENT

	All approved use of animals for scientific purposes should consider:

· the replacement of animals with other methods

· the reduction in the number of animals used

· the refinement of techniques used to reduce the impact on animals.



	AMENDMENT

	If the proposed amendment involves the use of animals (or procedures that impact on the animals), please indicate what measures will be taken to incorporate the 3R's.



By submitting this report, you declare that 

· You have read and understood the guidelines contained in the Animal Welfare Act (2002), the Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2013) and the ECU Policy for the Conduct of Ethical Research and Teaching Involving Animals and accept the legal and ethical responsibilities associated with this research project.

· The research project has been/will be conducted in the manner approved by the Animal Ethics Committee, which includes any approved amendments to the research design and/or any specific conditions of approval.

· Any further changes to research design, timeline or investigators will be notified in writing to the AEC.


