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MyPLAN
Learning Plan: Early Candidature

Assessing your Skills

Rate your current skill levels and identify required skills development. Include a statement about how you will improve these skills and when.  Rate your attainment level of each skill.  Where applicable, include evidence of attaining each skill (e.g. a certificate of completion, a published article, etc.).  You can upload your evidence into the MyPLAN workbook to create an e-portfolio of your attainments. 

Your level of development and attainment will constantly change.  Make sure you review and modify your responses each semester, so that you can see your growth over time.

Given there are three stages of skill development (early, mid and late), rate your skills according to the expected outcomes listed for each skill.  Skills listed are the same for each stage of candidature, but the outcomes and examples of evidence vary.

Category: Research Skills
1. Developing and conceptualising valid research with impact
Outcomes: 

- Demonstrate high level critical thinking and problem solving to identify research problems and conceptualise   research

- Identify key theories and methodologies in the discipline.

Examples of evidence:

- Research proposal with clearly stated research problem, research question(s)s or hypotheses.

- Clearly justified research methodology and methods included in research proposal.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 
1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity
3 – Feeling confident
4 – Well developed
Comments to support your rating:

2. Developing research proposals
Outcomes: 

- Articulate research design and justification for the research.

Examples of evidence:

- Submission and approval of the research proposal.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

3. Reviewing the literature
Outcomes: 

- Able to evaluate theoretical concepts and arguments.

Examples of evidence:

- Research proposal includes a critical assessment of the relevant literature to justify the research approach.

- Identified gap in knowledge.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

4. Referencing

Outcomes: 

- Able to manage references using referencing software.

Examples of evidence:

- EndNote library created and referencing style relevant to your discipline selected.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

5. Analysing and interpreting data
Outcomes: 

- Understand different types of data and relevant analyses.

Examples of evidence:

- Data analysis methods clearly explained in research proposal. 
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

6. Responsible and ethical research

Outcomes: 

- Aware of ECU and national policies related to ethical research conduct.

- Able to design research that is ethically sound.

Examples of evidence:

- REMS or STREAM (for animal ethics) application submitted and approved.

- Risk assessments completed and approved.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

7. Project Management
Outcomes: 

- Able to develop a research plan with appropriate scope, timelines, resources, expertise and budget.

Examples of evidence:

- Project plan constructed including budget, timelines etc.

- Managing work/life balance.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

8. Academic Writing

Outcomes: 

- Able to write in an academic style, using the language of the discipline.

- High level English grammar skills.

Examples of evidence:

- Well-written application for degree/scholarship.

- Research proposal written to a high standard and approved.

- IELTS score of more than 7 (if applicable)

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

9. Publishing your research

Outcomes: 

- Identify opportunities for publishing thesis outputs.

Examples of evidence:

- Developed a publication plan.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Professional Skills
1. Communication
Outcomes: 

- Able to communicate the significance of the proposed research. 

Examples of evidence:

- Proposal seminar

- Recruitment of participants (if applicable)

- Obtaining in-kind contributions e.g. access to databases, mailing lists etc.

- Participate in the Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

2. Networking

Outcomes: 

- Aware of researchers within your discipline and the support available.

Examples of evidence:

- Attend induction events and department seminars.

- Join a professional or community group related to area of research.

- Join a research centre in area of research.

- Attend Inspire and other candidate support events.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

3. Teamwork and Collaboration

Outcomes: 

- Identify suitable supervisor/s and establish an agreement between yourself and the supervisory team.

- Identify interdisciplinary opportunities and/or industry partners (if relevant).

Examples of evidence:

- Supervisor/candidate agreement completed.

- Taken a major role in setting up and recording candidate/supervisor meetings.

- Potential collaborators identified.

- Join a reading/writing group involving peer feedback.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

4. Career Planning

Outcomes: 

- Recognise skills needed for future pathways, including technology related skills.

Examples of evidence:

- Complete skills audit (in PebblePad if possible)

- Identify potential mentors.

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed
Comments to support your rating:

5. Leadership

Outcomes: 

- Able to take ownership of your research project and identify opportunities for research engagement.

Examples of evidence:

- Develop project plan and distribute to key stakeholders (e.g. supervisors).

- Engage with the research community.

- Establish a reading/writing group in your research area. 

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Skills relevant to your discipline 
(Please enter the skills with assistance from your supervisors)

Skill 1:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 2:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 3:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 4:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 5:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Training and Development Plan

Opportunities to develop your skills:

· Discuss with your supervisor

· Consult with Research Advisers and HDR Communication Advisers

· Investigate research training and workshops
· Investigate Library support

· Investigate Research Services
	Skill
	Training Plan 

(or list of Achievements)
	Time Frame

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Before moving onto stage 2, you should have:

1. Entered your achievements during stage 1 and what you can do to further improve them.

2. Entered the skills you would like to work on in the next stage of candidature. Consider how you can improve these skills?  What training will you require? E.g. workshops, conferences, teaching, reviewing, chairing committees and industry forums.
Supervisor Comments and Recommendations

Candidate Signature: ________________________________
Date: __________________________

Supervisor Signature: ________________________________

Date: __________________________

�Is this still going?


�Is this still appropriate?https://www.inspireconference.com.au/program







