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MyPLAN
Learning Plan: Late Candidature
Assessing your Skills

Late Candidature is relevant to the final stages of your research – writing and presenting your research and thesis examination.
Your level of development and attainment will constantly change. Make sure you review and modify your responses each semester, so that you can see your growth over time. 

Rate your skills according to the expected outcomes listed for each skill.  Skills listed are the same for each stage of candidature, but the outcomes and examples of evidence vary.
Category: Research Skills
1. Developing and conceptualising valid research with impact
Outcomes: 

- Significance and potential impact of the research clearly identified.
Examples of evidence:

- Recognise potential commercial applications of research and implement where appropriate (e.g. applying for patent, licence and trademark).

- Produce outputs from the research so it’s relevant beyond academia (research translation). 
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

2. Developing research proposals
Outcomes: 

- Able to write convincing applications for research grants or tenders. 
Examples of evidence:

- Apply for postdoc or other research grant.
- Submit tender.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

3. Reviewing the literature
Outcomes: 

- Able to demonstrate intellectual independence to critically reflect on how the research contributes to a body of knowledge.
Examples of evidence:

- Thesis contains a comprehensive and integrated literature review.
- Thesis discussion includes a critical reflection on the research and its contribution to knowledge.

- Review papers for a conference stream.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

4. Referencing

Outcomes: 

- Able to critically assess and synthesise relevant information from a variety of sources.
Examples of evidence:

- Final thesis contains appropriate citing, referencing and acknowledging of sources.
- Formatting of references and thesis consistent with chosen style relevant to the discipline e.g. APA, Harvard.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

5. Analysing and interpreting data
Outcomes: 

- Evaluate findings analytically with valid interpretation of data.
Examples of evidence:

- Thesis findings correctly analysed and interpreted.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

6. Responsible and ethical research

Outcomes: 

- Evaluate research practices to ensure your research has been conducted with integrity and transparency.
Examples of evidence:

- Research data managed and retained according to ECU policy.
- Publications submitted in an ethical process (e.g. authorship fair).
- IP/Copyright obtained where relevant.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

7. Project Management
Outcomes: 

- Monitor and evaluate project outcomes.
Examples of evidence:

- Finishing plan developed with thesis structure and deadlines.
- Meet deadlines set externally e.g. funding agencies or publishers.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

8. Academic Writing

Outcomes: 

- Expertise in writing, editing and formatting large documents.
Examples of evidence:

- Thesis drafted and reviewed.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

9. Publishing your research

Outcomes: 

- Produce outputs for academic and industry publications.
Examples of evidence:

- Acceptance of peer reviewed publications.
- Research published for a non-academic audience.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Professional Skills
1. Communication
Outcomes: 

- High level skills in communicating across a number of written and spoken genres within and beyond the discipline.
Examples of evidence:

- Participant in the Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Competition.

- Citation accepted for graduation.
- Media release about your research.
- Presentation at an industry forum or conference.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

2. Networking
Outcomes: 

- Able to develop relationships and strong links with key people in the field.
Examples of evidence:

- Research outcomes communicated to industry partners/community groups.
- Connections made to future employers.
- Future research projects planned.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

3. Teamwork and Collaboration

Outcomes: 

- Interdisciplinary application of research skills.
Examples of evidence:

- Collaborate with other researchers to apply research findings to another discipline.
- Undertake an industry engagement project working in an interdisciplinary team.
- Co-authorship of publications.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

4. Career Planning

Outcomes: 

- Able to transfer research skills to future career pathways.
Examples of evidence:

- CV development and e-portfolios prepared (self-marketing).
- Meetings arranged with potential employers.
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

5. Leadership

Outcomes: 

- Demonstrate initiative and research leadership.
- Contribute to the local and global research community.
Examples of evidence:

- Become a SOAR Ambassador.
- Chair seminar series or organise conference/event.
- Implement new research programs.
- Establish new research networks. 

*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Skills relevant to your discipline 
(Please enter the skills with assistance from your supervisors)

Skill 1:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 2:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 3:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 4:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Skill 5:
*Rate your skill level from 1 to 4 = 

1 – Need to develop

2 – Some familiarity

3 – Feeling confident

4 – Well developed

Comments to support your rating:

Category: Training and Development Plan

Opportunities to develop your skills:

· Discuss with your supervisor

· Consult with Research Advisers and HDR Communication Advisers

· Investigate research training and workshops
· Investigate Library support

· Investigate Research Services
	Skill
	Training Plan 

(or list of Achievements)
	Time Frame

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


You are now in the final stages of candidature. You should use the training and development plan to help consolidate your achievements and learning.
1. Entered your achievements during Stage 3 and what you can do to further improve them.

Supervisor Comments and Recommendations

Candidate Signature: ________________________________
Date: __________________________

Supervisor Signature: ________________________________

Date: __________________________

�Not sure if this is done anymore?







