
2023 Investigator Grants
Outcomes Snapshot

 
1509
Applications 
received

 
216
Grants 
awarded

  
14.3%
Funded  
rate

$379,248,223
Total budget

$1,755,779
Mean budget

  Provide Australia’s highest-performing 
researchers at all career stages with a 
salary and a research support package.

  To form collaborations and pursue 
important research directions as 
they arise.

  Create opportunities for researchers at 
all career stages to establish their own 
research programs.

SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS

L3 89 39 2

121 102 4

107 166 4

163 180 3

233 292 4

L2

L1

EL2

EL1

  Man 

  Woman

  Other

PROPORTION OF GRANTS AWARDED

EL2
15.7%
(34)

L1
13.4%
(29)

L2
18.5%
(40)

L3
15.7%
(34)

EL1
36.6%
(79)

FUNDED APPLICATIONS BY GENDER*
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*excludes ‘Other’ – applicants who did not state their gender or declared 
it as Indeterminate/Intersex/Non-binary/I use a different term.

Women 
received:

52.3%
Grants awarded

50.0%
Investigator funding

GRANTS AWARDED BY BROAD RESEARCH AREA

  Funded (%)

  Submitted

90 
(17.9%)

Clinical 
medicine 

and science

Basic
science

Public 
health

Health 
services

70 
(13.0%)

540
504

308

157

37 
(12.0%)

19 
(12.1%)

Note: Emerging Leadership Level (EL1 and EL2), Leadership Level (L1, L2 and L3)



2023 Investigator Grants
Outcomes Snapshot

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER HEALTH RESEARCH
NHMRC remains committed to supporting the highest quality research that drives improvements 
in health outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and communities

  
71.4%
Funded rate of researchers

  
$28.9m
Overall spending on 
focused research

  
24.5%
Funded rate of applications

TOP RESEARCH AREAS OF 
APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED*

134

133

95

88

83

208

TOP GRANTS AWARDED*

Clinical sciences

Immunology 

Public health 

Bioinformatics and computational biology 

Health services and systems 

Biochemistry and cell biology 

25

20

17

16

16

15

* data based on the Field of Research with the highest percentage provided by applicants in the 2023 Investigator Grant round application form

YEARS POST PHD EXPERIENCE

Percentage of new Emerging 
Leadership Fellows who have 
4 years or less post-PhD 
(or equivalent) experience.

45.1

MEAN BUDGET ACROSS LEVELS

L3

L2

L1

EL2

EL1

$2,689,608

$2,825,736

$2,574,429

$1,474,896

$632,497

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS BY 
YEARS POST PHD EXPERIENCE

2021

  No PhD     10 Years     > 10 Years

59.45%38.98%
1.57%

45.78%

2.32%
48.15% 49.77%

2022

52.00%

2.22%

2023

GRANTS AWARDED BY GENDER

  Man     Woman     Other
2023

100
113

33

2022

104
119

2
2021

110

1

143
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