


Edith Cowan University
Centre for Learning and Teaching

09:45-10:00 Settle-in, Light morning tea courtesy of the Learning and Teaching Office, The Univ of Notre Dame Australia

10:00-10:10 Prof Carole Steketee, National Director - Learning and Teaching Office, The Univ of Notre Dame Australia

Opening welcome, welcome to country, and housekeeping

10:10-10:15 A/Prof Yasir Al-Abdeli, Co-coordinator Blended Learning Community, School of Engineering, Edith Cowan Univ

Agenda / theme: Online Testing Tools & Assessment Methods – Opportunities, Challenges, and Lessons Learned

Themed Presentations

10:10-10:30 (1) Ms Zina Cordery, School of Education, Edith Cowan Univ

Using Nearpod to create dynamic learning in a Secondary Education unit, both online and face to face

10:30-10:50 (2) Inna Geoghegan, Learning and Teaching Office, The Univ of Notre Dame Australia

Three for the price of one: using a Discussion Board assessment for deeper learning

10:50-11:10 (3) Dr Bill Allen and Dr Gillian Willmer, School of Education and Centre for Learning and Teaching, Edith Cowan Univ

Peer-assessment in an online Education unit using Cadmus Technology and Blackboard

11:10-11:30 (4) Dr Rahul Gairola, College of Arts, Business, Law, & Social Sciences , Murdoch Univ

Assessment re-design during times of global pandemic

11:30-11:50 (5) A/Prof Yasir Al-Abdeli, School of Engineering, Edith Cowan Univ

Online assessments with two-stage marking

Other

11:50-12:00 Michelle Pedlow, Co-coordinator Blended Learning Community, Senior Learning Designer, Centre for Learning and Teaching, ECU

Open floor discussion and wrap-up

BL Community 08.04.2021 Wrap-Up

Slots 

include 

Q/A time
https://intranet.ecu.edu.au/learning/academic-development/learning-communities/blended-learning-community
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Poll
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Have you heard of Nearpod before?

Yes

No

Not sure
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What presentation tools do you use?
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Open Ended Question
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What issues do you typically encounter with getting your students to
communicate and collaborate during class activities?
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Quiz
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What is the name of the learning tool we are learning about?

Nearpod

Collaborate 

Microsoft 365
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Fill in the Blanks
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interactive responses. platform.
engage device, online.

An innovative and   classroom tool for 
teachers to create,   and assess in their 
classroom or for use  
An all-in-one solution capturing all student  

Engage your students on any   any  
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https://cdn1.360cities.net/static_embeds/index.html?handle=tour-eiffel-from-below-in-paris-france&username=nearpod&secret=c19247d05fdf138043caa2d36b32a795a2529b87a111f1ec07efd6df617d0a47&r=nearpod&fullscreen=true
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Poll
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Pulse Poll - What do you think of Nearpod so far?

I like it and would consider using it

I want to know more

Its ok
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https://cf.nearpod.com/neareducation/new/Webpage/815400019/iconoriginal.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIA5LQSO4AXIHKV2NEC&Expires=2147483647&Signature=WcHDwKHiCcQHx5z9fmpFauvC71c%3D
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How do you think Nearpod could improve your teaching?
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Poll
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How likely are you to try using Nearpod in your teaching?

I will definitely be trying Nearpod in my teaching.

I am not sure if I will or can use Nearpod in my teaching.

I don't think I will or can use Nearpod in my teaching.
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https://sway.office.com/s/AV3wJsk3DaZX8qUS/embed
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Draw It
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First Aid - Use the drawing tools (freehand, text tool) to write the words for each of the steps in giving
First Aid.
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https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/energy-skate-park-basics/latest/energy-skate-park-basics_en.html?screens=2
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Three  for  the  pr ice  o f  one:  
u s i n g  a  D i s c u s s i o n  B o a r d  

a s s e s s m e n t  f o r  d e e p e r  l e a r n i n g

I n n a  G e o g h e g a n  

L e a r n i n g  T e c h n o l o g i e s  D e v e l o p e r  

T h e  L e a r n i n g  a n d  T e a c h i n g  O f f i c e



• Course: EDUC 5115 

• Small classes

• Fully online

CONTEXT



Community 

of Inquiry (CoI) framework

Image from the Community of Inquiry blog site, adapted from Garrison, 2017, p.25.



We are a learning 

community!

Retrieved from: https://www.patheos.com/blogs/driventoabstraction/2018/07/blind-men-elephant-folklore-knowledge/



Assessment Task 2:  

Developing, Analysing and Sharing a Technology 

Enhanced Learning (TEL) Activity

Task Description

Parts 1 – 3 of this assessment are to be shared in the TEL Assessment 

Discussion Forum on the Discussion Board in Blackboard. 



In this task you will be assessed on your ability to present and 

contextualise the following:

• Choice of your TEL activity, its context and pedagogical 

needs, goals and purpose;

• The analysis of your TEL activity through the prism of your 

chosen learning theory detailing its merits, impact and 

limitations;

• Scholarly evidence;

• Formal academic writing;

• Two informed comments on the contributions of your peers;

• Reflection on your learnings.

Assessment Criteria:



Marking Rubric



Marking Rubric (cont.)



“I have to say that I have really enjoyed this module and the process of 

describing and analysing the task, then submitting it for peer review. It was a 

challenge to be so concise and still have room for clarity and comprehensive 

analysis, but sometimes it is good to be forced to be so economical with words!”

“This week I have thoroughly enjoyed reading everyone's work and trying to 

constructively and critically engage with it.” 

“I have learnt some great new approaches and methods. I think the task is 

incredibly valuable in this respect. I only wish I had more time to comment on 

everyone's work but I am running out of days this week! “

“I have enjoyed the examples you have posted throughout the module. Thank 

you so much for your work on this - I think it's an excellent module.”

“…I thoroughly enjoyed seeing the designs of others learning tasks and reading 

the comments from peers. Overall, I have really enjoyed this module, thank you."

Student Feedback



Peer-assessment in an online 

delivery using Cadmus 

Technology and Blackboard
Gillian Willmer (CLT)

Bill Allen (School of Education)

University of Notre Dame 

April 8th 2021



Rationale: P-A as Formative assessment

Our aim was to develop a peer-assessment process for on-line activity using 
ECU Blackboard LMS.

This initiative came out of the unit: Teaching, Learning and Assessment 
(EDU2110).

The aims for P-A have been:

(i) to move students’ from ‘criteria-blind/cue-oblivious’ to ‘criteria 
savvy/cue-seeking’ (Race, 2010); 

(ii) to encourage students to take more responsibility for their own learning;

(iii) to activate students’ support of peers’ learning (Wiliam, 2011, 2017); 

(iv) to develop students’ judgment skills as they become teachers; and

(v) to model best practice in assessment.



Adding Cadmus to the mix

• Cadmus is an assessment tool that enhances ongoing formative 
assessment. I initially wanted to use Cadmus to enhance assessment 
for on-line students – esp. in terms of formative assessment



Developing peer assessment on-line

Why on-line peer-assessment?

• Peer-assessment has worked 
successfully in in-class contexts.

• I wanted the on-line students to 
have the same benefits as the on-
campus students.

• Hence the project: how can we 
replicate the process on-line using 
Cadmus / Blackboard/ Turnitin? 

Problems include:

• encouraging students to take 
part

• getting them to a point of 
readiness to take part (easier in 
tutorials)

• being able to use criteria within 
the peer-assessment exercise

• monitoring the quality of 
feedback



Students’ rubric



Peer Assessment Exercise in EDU2110

• Two assessments using Cadmus

• Peer Review using Turnitin

Submit to Cadmus Turnitin Peer Review 
?



Second peer-assessment



Process for setting up the review

Please refer to Assessment, 

Examination and 

Moderation Procedures 

Section 3.27



Process for setting up the review



Relating the questions to the criteria



‘Open-ended’ questions



Example of student responses to Qns. 5 - 9

Simple scored response: Qns 1 - 5

Written responses: Qns 6 - 9



Impact of Cadmus and peer assessment on 

on-line learning 2017 - 2020 



What’s next:
• Feedback?

• How we could do this better?

Contact: 

Bill Allen

Gillian Willmer (LTSO)
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Blended Learning Community presentation

Online Assessments With Two-stage 
Marking

A/Prof Yasir Al-Abdeli
 y.al-abdeli@ecu.edu.au

School of Engineering, ECU

8th April 2021
The University of Notre Dame Australia



 Objectives of Assessment

 Assessment for Learning (AfL)

 “The purpose of AfL is to monitor the progress of the learner toward a desired goal, seeking to 

close the gap between a learner’s current status and the desired outcome”

 Assessment as Learning (AaL)

 “AaL refers to the collaborative and individual reflection on evidence of learning. It is a process 

“where pupils and staff set learning goals, share learning intentions and success criteria, and 

evaluate their learning through dialogue and self and peer assessment” (AAG/APMG, 2002–

2008)”.

 Formative Assessment

 “It is crucial to remember that assessment does not become formative until evidence of learning is 

used for the adaptation of instruction with the explicit goal of meeting the needs of the students 

(Black and Wiliam 1998b)”.

Pedagogy

Clark, I. (2012). "Formative assessment: Assessment is for self-regulated 

learning." Educational Psychology Review 24(2): 205-249.



 Self Regulated Learning

 Attributes

 “”… as the three words imply, emphasizes autonomy and control by the individual who monitors, 

directs, and regulates actions toward goals of information acquisition, expanding expertise, and 

self-improvement”.

 Self-Assessment

 “… includes all three domains of SRL: cognitive, motivational, and affective. Many kinds of self-

assessments are possible in the classroom”.

 One of the Twelve Principles of Promote SRL in the Classroom

 “Self-appraisal leads to a deeper understanding of learning”, including “Evaluating what you know 

and what you do not know, as well as discerning your personal depth of understanding about key 

points, promotes efficient effort allocation”.

 Students Becoming Self Regulated Learners

 “Students may realize that checking their work does not require much additional time and leads to 

greater accuracy”.

Pedagogy

Paris, S. G. and A. H. Paris (2001). "Classroom applications of research on 

self-regulated learning." Educational Psychologist 36(2): 89-101



 Tool

 Blackboard Tests used in on-campus (face-to-face) engineering unit.

Context



 Assessment Design

 Stage 1: Automated Marking and General Feedback

 Questions: Multi-step “calculated numeric” completed on 

assignment template.

 Answers: Numeric values are entered into an online form

 Answers: Handwritten solutions are scanned and uploaded to 

BB (PDF)

 Initial Marking: Blackboard grades based on assigned (answer) 

values and their tolerances (+/-); awards zero outside tolerances

 Provisional marks for assessment are released

 General feedback (ideal solutions) with full solution steps, 

assigned (answer) values and their tolerances are enabled

 Aim: Engage students with the solutions as they compare their 

own steps to the solutions and identify where marks are lost

Context
Stage 1



 Assessment Design

 Stage 2: Manual Marking and Personalised Feedback

 Aim: Further enhance learning by allowing students to explore 

causes leading to the loss of marks (errors)

 Motivation: Students justify being awarded partial marks for any 

partially completed (incorrect) solutions

 Mechanism: Appeals form lodged (email) with explanations on 

why the errors arose (how to avoid)

 Follow-up Marking: Lecturer reviews solutions uploaded by 

students against their grounds for appeal, and awards partial 

marks where warranted. Personalised feedback is also given. 

Some marks also revised downwards during manual marking if 

solutions are missing / incomplete.

Context
Stage 2



 Self-marking in formative assessments partially enabled 

through a two-stage process.

 Developing critical (self) appraisal skills can help student 

engage in Self Regulated Learning.

 Designing the assessments upfront to enable this process 

should include noting the:

 Motivation for having a two-stage lodgement process noted on the 

task sheets

 Competencies in each question are listed

Summary



Edith Cowan University
Centre for Learning and Teaching

Want to be part of our Blended 

Learning Community?

Join us for our next event and forward this to other colleagues at 

ECU and any of Perth’s based Uni’s who may want to join the BL C

 y.al-abdeli@ecu.edu.au or m.pedlow@ecu.edu.au

Co-coordinators, BL C

Acknowledgements: Thank you to presenters for consenting to share their slides.

Access: Summary notes (slides) of earlier BL C activities:

https://intranet.ecu.edu.au/learning/academic-development/learning-communities/blended-learning-community
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